
Frequently Asked Questions: Math Acceleration 
 
Q - What is math acceleration?  
 
A - Math courses are offered sequentially. Students must master one level before moving on to 
the next. Some students choose to take a course online and/or during the summer to accelerate 
to the next math course in the fall.  
 
Q - What are the recommended math courses for 4-year colleges? 
 
A - To be eligible for 4-year colleges in the California UC or CSU Systems, students must 
complete 3 years of math. The minimum level of math a student must meet is Algebra 2 or Data 
Science. Additionally, any student applying to a UC MUST take a GEOMETRY course. All 
students with Geometry and Algebra 2/Data Science courses may be eligible to apply to 4-year 
schools. That said, many schools recommend 4 years or more. Any math class beyond Algebra 
2/Data science is considered a 4th year or beyond.  
 
Q - What are your school’s math acceleration policies? 
 
A- Please see math acceleration document 
 
Q - I have heard that students must be at the highest possible math to get into many 
universities, is this true? 
 
A - There is no one answer to this question. Colleges are clear that Geometry and Algebra 
2/Data Science are minimum qualifications, and that a 4th year of math is preferred. However, 
beyond that, many factors are considered. For example, some majors really prefer applicants 
with high level calculus, for some it’s less important. Generally, colleges are looking to see that 
students are taking advantage of the resources available to them and demonstrating hard work 
and understanding of the material. Colleges want to see students who are prepared for 
University level learning. Rigorous math courses are ONE way to demonstrate this, but only if 
the student is successful. Admissions programs will consider all of your student's courses, their 
extracurricular activities, growth in high school, etc, IN ADDITION to the level of math.  
 
Q - My student started in Algebra 1 in 9th grade, but wants to be in AP Calculus  AB or 
AP Stats by 12th grade.  Is this possible? 
 
A - Our district offers a summer accelerated geometry course for rising 10th graders. This 
program is an equitable way to allow access to Calculus to additional students.  Students who 
go through this program are taught by an SMUHSD teacher and if they pass, will earn 10 credits 
toward the 30 required by our district for graduation. Students who meet specific criteria will be 
invited to attend this summer program through their math teachers. Algebra 1 students will 
receive information in their math classes later this spring. If you have questions about this 
program, please reach out to your student’s current math teacher.  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1f3-_6ZfYZdg4RtNhvGzsKI1rbZ8S7nDz-FhyDVRLLuk/edit?ts=5e4dcd79


 
Q - My student wants to accelerate a math level other than geometry. Is this possible? 
 
A - Our district does not offer any other acceleration other than our summer geometry programs. 
There are other options out of district:  
 

1.) It is possible to take classes out of district to accelerate. (Please see above for school 
policies and the risks of doing so).  Students who opt to take a course out of district to 
accelerate will not earn credit toward graduation and will still be responsible for meeting 
the SMUHSD graduation requirements in math. 
 

2.) If this is something you are seriously thinking about, discuss it with your math teacher 
first. Our math teachers are experts in their field, and know the most about the 
curriculum your student is prepared for.  

 
Courses Taken Outside of Our District 

● If students choose to take a course outside of our district, they must: 
○ Complete a course recommendation waiver form prior to taking the course and 

post secondary course pre-approval form. Please complete the forms with all 
signatures, and return to the school counseling office.  

○ Provide an official transcript with the name of the institution, course title, and 
grades demonstrating successful completion of the course to their counselor 
immediately following the completion of the course and before the start of the 
new school year.  

● All courses Geometry and above must be taken at a WASC (or equivalent) accredited 
school (in-person or online), and must be on the UC/CSU approved A-G course 
list. Failure to do so may result in ineligibility for UC/CSU acceptance. 

● Courses taken outside of our district will only be used for placement and will not be 
added to student’s SMUHSD transcripts. 
 

Q. What are the risks of accelerating in math? 
 
A - There are several potential risks of taking math outside of SMHS: 
 

1.) We cannot guarantee students who take math out of our district are learning the 
materials needed to progress according to our curriculum. It is possible that out of district 
courses do not adequately prepare students for the next level. 
 

2.) If a student accelerates over the summer, we cannot guarantee space in the next level 
desired course.  
 

3.) Students still need to complete 30 required math credits at SMHS to graduate.  Out-of 
district courses will not be included in our transcripts.  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1n8Uzp-pRI9O6k3aVT4OjjW5KSonTw7I3xKqQ8Y6Z3oo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=https://www.smuhsd.org//cms/lib/CA02206192/Centricity/Domain/722/Concurrent+Enrollment+Form.pdf
http://directory.acswasc.org/
https://hs-articulation.ucop.edu/

